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36 REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES. [BOOK i.

CHAPTER in-

Empedocles his Twofold Cause Tenet of Transmigration,

But Empedocles, born after these, advanced likewise many
statements respecting the nature of demons, to the effect that,

being very numerous, they pass their time in managing earthly

concerns. This person affirmed the originating principle of

the universe to be discord and friendship, and that the intel

ligible fire of the monad is the Deity, and that all things

consist of fire, and will be resolved into fire ; with which

opinion the Stoics likewise almost agree, expecting a confla

gration. But most of all does he concur with the tenet of

transition of souls from body to body, expressing himself thus :

&quot; For surely both youth and maid I was,

And shrub, and bird,
1 and fish, from ocean stray d.&quot;

2

This [philosopher] maintained the transmutation of all souls

into any description of animal. For Pythagoras, the instructor

of these [sages],
3
asserted that himself had been Euphorbus,

who served in the expedition against Ilium, alleging that he

recognised his shield. The foregoing are the tenets of Em
pedocles.

CHAPTER iv.

Heraclitus his Universal Dogmatism his Theory of Flux other

Systems.

But Heraclitus, a natural philosopher of Ephesus, sur

rendered himself to universal grief, condemning the ignorance
of the entire of life, and of all men ; nay, commiserating the

[very] existence of mortals, for he asserted that he himself

knew everything, whereas the rest of mankind nothing.
4 But

1
Or,

&quot; and
beast,&quot; more in keeping with the sense of the name

;
or

&quot; a lamb&quot; has been suggested in the Gottingen edition of Hippolytus.
2
Or, &quot;traveller into the sea

;

&quot;

or,
&quot; mute ones from the sea

; &quot;or,

&quot; from

the sea a glittering fish.&quot;

8
Or, &quot;being the instructor of this [philosopher].&quot;

4
Proclus, in his commentary on Plato s Timseus, uses almost the same

words :
&quot; but Heraclitus, in asserting his own universal knowledge, makes

out all the rest of mankind ignorant.&quot;
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he also advanced statements almost in concert with Empe-
docles, saying that the originating principle of all things is

discord and friendship, and that the Deity is a fire endued

with intelligence, and that all things are borne one upon

another, and never are at a standstill ; and just as Empe-
docles, he affirmed that the entire locality about us is full

of evil things, and that these evil things reach as far as

the moon, being extended from the quarter situated around

the earth, and that they do not advance further, inasmuch

as the entire space above the moon is more pure. So also it

seemed to Heraclitus.

After these arose also other natural philosophers, whose

opinions we have not deemed it necessary to declare, [inas

much as] they present no diversity to those already specified.

Since, however, upon the whole, a not inconsiderable school

has sprung [from thence], and many natural philosophers sub

sequently have arisen from them, each advancing different

accounts of the nature of the universe, it seems also to us

advisable, that, explaining the philosophy that has come

down by succession from Pythagoras, we should recur to the

opinions entertained by those living after the time of Thales,

and that, furnishing a narrative of these, we should approach
the consideration of the ethical and logical philosophy which

Socrates and Aristotle originated, the former ethical, and the

latter logical [science].
1

CHAPTER v.

Anaximander his Theory of the Infinite his Astronomic Opinions
his Physics.

Anaximander, then, was the hearer of Thales. Anaxi

mander was son of Praxiadas, and a native of Miletus. This

man said that the originating principle of existing things
is a certain constitution of the Infinite, out of which the

heavens are generated, and the worlds therein
;
and that

this principle is eternal and undecaying, and comprising all

1
Or,

&quot; and among these, Socrates a moral philosopher, and Aristotle

a logician, originated systems.&quot;



BOOK IX.

OF THE

REFUTATION OF ALL HERESIES.

CONTENTS.

HE following are the contents of the ninth book of

the Refutation of all Heresies :

What the blasphemous folly is of Noetus, and

that he devoted himself to the tenets of Hera-

clitus the Obscure, not to those of Christ.

And how Callistus, intermingling the heresy of Cleomenes,
the disciple of Noetus, with that of Theodotus, constructed

another more novel heresy, and what sort the life was of this

[heretic].

What was the recent 1
arrival [at Rome] of the strange

spirit Elchasai, and that there served as a concealment of his

peculiar errors his apparent adhesion to the law, when in

point of fact he devotes himself to the tenets of the Gnostics,

or even of the astrologists, and to the arts of sorcery.

What the customs of the Jews are, and how many diver

sities of opinion there are [amongst them].

CHAPTER i.

An Account of Contemporaneous Heresy.

A lengthened conflict, then, having been maintained con

cerning all heresies by us who, at all events, have not left

any unrefuted, the greatest struggle now remains behind,
1

Or, &quot;fruitless;&quot; or, &quot;unmeaning.&quot;
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viz. to furnish an account and refutation of those heresies

that have sprung up in our own day, by which certain

ignorant and presumptuous men have attempted to scatter

abroad the Church, and have introduced the greatest confu

sion among all the faithful throughout the entire world. For

it seems expedient that we, making an onslaught upon the

opinion which constitutes the prime source of [contempo

raneous] evils, should prove what are the originating prin

ciples of this [opinion], in order that its offshoots, becoming
a matter of general notoriety, may be made the object of

universal scorn.

CHAPTER n.

Source of the Heresy of Noetus Cleomenes his Disciple Its appear
ance at Eome during the Popedoms of Zephyrinus and Callistus

Noetianism opposed at Rome by Hippolytus.

There has appeared one, Noetus 1

by name, [and] by birth

a native of Smyrna. This person introduced a heresy from

the tenets of Heraclitus. Now a certain man called Epi-

gonus becomes his minister and pupil, and this person during
his sojourn at Rome disseminated his godless opinion. But

Cleomenes, who had become his disciple, an alien both in

way of life and habits from the Church, was wont to corro

borate the [Noetian] doctrine. At that time, Zephyrinus

imagines that he administers the affairs of the Church an

uninformed and shamefully corrupt man. And he, being per
suaded by proffered gain, was accustomed to connive at those

who were present for the purpose of becoming disciples of

Cleomenes. But [Zephyrinus] himself, being in process of

time enticed away, hurried headlong into the same opinions ;

and he had Callistus as his adviser, and a fellow-champion
of these wicked tenets. But the life of this [Callistus], and

the heresy invented by him, I shall after a little explain.

1 See Fragments of Hippolytus
1 Works (p. 235 et seq.), edited by

Fabricius
; Theodoret, H&r. fab. iii. 3

; Epiphanius, Hser. Ivii.
;
and

Philastrius, Hseret. liv. Theodoret mentions Epigonus and Cleomenes,
and his account is obviously adopted by Hippolytus.
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The school of these, during the succession [of these pontiffs],

continued to acquire strength and augmentation, from the

fact that Zephyrinus and Callistus helped them to prevail.

Never at any time, however, have we been guilty of collu

sion with them ; but we have frequently offered them

opposition, and have refuted them, and have forced them

reluctantly to acknowledge the truth. And they, abashed

and constrained by the truth, have confessed [their errors]

for a short period, but after a little wallow once again in the

same mire.
1

CHAPTER in.

Noetianism an Offshoot from the Heraclitic Philosophy.

But since we have exhibited the succession of their genea

logy, it seems expedient next that we should also explain
the depraved teaching involved in their doctrines. [For this

purpose] we shall first adduce the opinions advanced by
Heraclitus the Obscure, and we shall next make manifest

what are the portions of these [heretical opinions] that are of

Heraclitean origin. [Such parts of their system] its present

champions are not aware belong to [Heraclitus] the Obscure,

but they imagine them to belong to Christ. But if they might

happen to fall in with the following observations, perhaps

they thus might be put out of countenance, and induced to

desist from this godless blasphemy of theirs. Now, even

though the opinion of Heraclitus has been expounded by us

previously in the Philosopliumena^ it nevertheless seems expe
dient now also to set down side by side in contrast [the two

systems], in order that by this closer refutation they may be

evidently instructed. [I mean] the followers of this [heretic],

who imagine themselves to be disciples of Christ, when in

reality they are not so, but of [Heraclitus] the Obscure.
1 2 Pet. ii. 22.
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CHAPTER iv.

An Account of the System of Heraclitus.

Heraclitus then says that the universe is [one],
1

divisible

and indivisible ; generated [and] ungenerated ; mortal [and]

immortal; reason, eternity; Father, Son, and justice, God.2

&quot; For those who hearken not to me, but the doctrine, it is

wise that they acknowledge all things to be
one,&quot; says Hera

clitus ; and because all do not know or confess this, he utters

a reproof somewhat in the following terms :
&quot;

People do not

understand how what is diverse [nevertheless] coincides with

itself, just like the inverse harmony of a bow and
lyre.&quot;

3 But

that Reason always exists, inasmuch as it constitutes the uni

verse, and as it pervades all things, he affirms in this manner.
&quot; But in regard of this Reason, which always exists, men are

continually devoid of understanding,
4
both before they have

heard of it and in first hearing of it. For though all things
take place according to this Reason, they seem like persons
devoid of any experience regarding it. Still they attempt
both words and works of such a description as I am giving
an account of, by making a division according to nature, and

declaring how things are.&quot; And that a Son is the universe

l This addition seems necessary from Stobzeus account of Heraclitus.

(See Eclog. Pliys. i. 47, where we have Heraclitus affirming that &quot;

unity
is from plurality, and plurality from unity;&quot; or, in other words, &quot;that

all things are
one.&quot;)

2 Dr. Wordsworth for lUaiov suggests /*7ov, i.e.
&quot; but that the Deity

is by chance.&quot; There is some difficulty in arriving at the correct text,

and consequently at the meaning of Hippolytus extracts from Heraclitus.

The Heraclitean philosophy is explained by Stobseus, already mentioned.

See likewise Bernays
&quot;

Critical Epistle
&quot; in Bunsen s Analect. Ante-

Nicsen. (vol. iii. p. 331 et seq. of Hippolytus and his Age), and Schleier-

macher in Museum der Alterthumswissenschaft, t. i. p. 408 et seq.
3

TTcthivTpQKog. Miller suggests wX/vroyof, the word used by Plutarch

(De hid. et Osirid. p. 369, ed. Xyland) in recounting Heraclitus

opinion. notA&amp;lt;Vroi/o?, referring to the shape of the bow, means &quot;reflex&quot;

or &quot;

unstrung,&quot; or it may signify
&quot;

clanging,&quot; that is, as a consequence
of its being well bent back to wing a shaft.

4
Compare Aristotle s Rhet. iii. 5, and Sextus Empiricus, Adv. Math.

lib. vii. p. 162, ed. Aurel, 1621.
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and throughout [endless] ages an eternal king of all things,
he thus asserts: &quot;A sporting child, playing at his dice, is

eternity; the kingdom is that of a child.&quot;
1 And that the

Father of all things that have been generated is an unbegotten
creature who is creator, let us hear [Heraclitus] affirming in

these words :
&quot;

Contrariety is a progenitor of all things, and

king of all; and it exhibited some as gods, but others as

men, and made some slaves, whereas others free.&quot; And that

there is
&quot; a harmony, as in a bow and

lyre,&quot; [he likewise

affirms.] That obscure harmony [is better],
2

though unknown
and invisible to men, he asserts in these words :

&quot; An obscure

harmony is preferable to an obvious one.&quot; He [thus] com

mends arid admires before what is known, that which is

unknown and invisible [in regard] of its power. And that

[harmony] visible to men, and not incapable of being dis

covered, is better, he asserts in these words :
&quot; Whatever

things are objects of vision, hearing, [and] intelligence, these

I -pre-eminently honour,&quot; he says ; that
is, [he prefers]

things visible to those that are invisible. From such expres
sions of his it is easy to understand [the spirit of his philo

sophy]. &quot;Men,&quot;
he says, &quot;are deceived in reference to the

knowledge of manifest things similarly with Homer, who
was wiser than all the Greeks. For even children

3

killing

vermin deceived him, when they said,
( What we have seen

and seized, these we leave behind ; whereas what we neither

have seen nor seized, these we carry away.
&quot;

CHAPTER v.

Heraclitus Estimate of Hesiod Paradoxes of Heraclitus his Eschato-

logy the Heresy of Noetus of Heraclitean Origin Noetus View

of the Birth and Passion of our Lord.

In this manner Heraclitus assigns to the visible an equa

lity of position and honour with the invisible, as if what was

1 See Lucian, Vit. Auct. vol. i. p. 554, ed. Hemsterh.
2 This word seems necessary ;

see Plutarch, De Procreat. animx,

c. xxvii.

3 This is a well-known anecdote in the life of Homer (see Coleridge s

Greek Poets Homer).
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visible and what was invisible were confessedly some one

thing. For he says,
&quot; An obscure harmony is preferable to

an obvious one
;&quot; and,

&quot; Whatsoever things are objects of

vision, hearing, [and] intelligence,&quot;
that is,

of the [corporeal]

organs,
&quot;

these,&quot;
he says,

&quot; I pre-eminently honour,&quot; not

[on this occasion, though previously], having pre-eminently
honoured invisible things. Therefore neither darkness, nor

light, nor evil, nor good, Heraclitus affirms, is different, but

one and the same thing. At all events, he censures Hesiod 1

because he knew [not] day and night. For day, he says,

and night are one, expressing himself somehow thus :
&quot; The

teacher, however, of a vast amount of information is Hesiod,
and people suppose this [poet] to be possessed of an exceed

ingly large store of knowledge, and [yet] he did not know

[the nature of] day and night, for they are one.&quot; [Again,]
as regards both what is good and what is bad, [they are,

according to Heraclitus, likewise] one. &quot;

Physicians, un

doubtedly,&quot; says Heraclitus,
&quot; when they make incisions and

cauterize, [though] in every respect they wickedly torture

the sick, complain that they do not receive fitting remu
neration from their patients, notwithstanding that they

perform these salutary operations upon diseases.&quot; And
both straight and twisted are, he says, the same. &quot; The

way is straight and curved of the carders of wool
;&quot;

2

[or,

in other words,] the circular movement of an instrument in

the fuller s shop called &quot; a screw&quot; is straight and curved, for

it revolves up and circularly at the same time. &quot; One and

the
same,&quot;

he says,
&quot;

[therefore, are straight and
curved].&quot;

And upward and downward,
3

he says, are one and the

same. &quot; The way up [and the way] down are the same.&quot;

And he says that what is filthy and what is pure are one
1 See Theogon. v. 123 et seq., v. 748 et seq.
2
YvaQiav : some read yyottpg/iy, i.e. a fuller s shop. The proper

reading, however, is probably yva,(pu), i.e. a carder s comb. Dr. Words
worth s text has ypoKpsav and sv TU ypaQsia, and he translates the pas
sage thus: &quot;The

path,&quot; says he, &quot;of the lines of the machine called

the screw is both straight and crooked, and the revolution in the

graving-tool is both straight and crooked.&quot;

3 See Diogenes, Laertius, ix. 8.
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and the same, and what is drinkable and unfit for drink

are one and the same. &quot;

Sea,&quot;
he says,

&quot;

is water very

pure and very foul, drinkable to fishes no doubt, and

salutary [for them], but not fit to be used as drink by
men, and pernicious [for them].&quot; And, confessedly, he

asserts that what is immortal is mortal,
1 and that what is

mortal is immortal, in the following expressions :
&quot; Im

mortals are mortal, [and] mortals are immortal, [that is,]

when the one derive life from death, and the other death

from life.&quot; And he affirms also that there is a resurrection

of this palpable flesh in which we have been born ; and he

knows God to be the cause of this resurrection, expressing
himself in this manner :

&quot; Those that are here
2

[will God

enable] to arise and become guardians of quick and dead.&quot;

And he likewise affirms that a judgment of the world arid

all things in it takes place by fire, expressing himself thus :

&quot;

Now, thunder pilots all
things,&quot;

that is, directs [them],

meaning by the thunder everlasting fire. But he also asserts

that this fire is endued with intelligence, and a cause of the

management of the Universe, and he denominates it craving
and satiety. Now craving is, according to him, the arrange
ment [of the world], whereas satiety its destruction. &quot;

For,&quot;

says he,
&quot; the fire, coming upon [the earth], will judge and

seize all
things.&quot;

But in this chapter [Heraclitus] simultaneously explains
the entire peculiarity of his mode of thinking, but at the

same time the [characteristic quality] of the heresy of Noetus.

And I have briefly demonstrated [Noetus] to be not a dis

ciple of Christ, but of Heraclitus. For [this philosopher]

asserts that the primal world is itself the Demiurge and

creator of itself in the following passage :
&quot; God is day,

night ; winter, summer ; war, peace ; surfeit, famine.&quot; All

things are contraries this appears his meaning
&quot; but an

1
Plato, Clemens Alexandrinus, and Sextus Empiricus notice this

doctrine of Heraclitus.
2 Ei/0ag soin-us: some read, w6* fao 5e7, i.e. &quot;God must arise and

become the guardian,&quot; etc. The rendering in the text is adopted by

Bernays and Bunsen.
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alteration takes place, just as
1

if incense were mixed with

[other sorts of] incense, but denominated 2

according to the

pleasurable sensation produced by each
[ingredient].&quot; Now

it is evident to all that the silly successors of Noetus, and the

champions of his heresy, even though they have not been

hearers of the discourses of Heraclitus, nevertheless, at any
rate when they adopt the opinions of Noetus, undisguisedly

acknowledge these [Heraclitean] tenets. For they advance

statements after this manner that one and the same God
is the Creator and Father of all things; and that when it

pleased Him, He appeared, [though, however, being invi

sible,] to just men of old. For when He is not seen He
is invisible, [but when He is seen He is visible] ; but

incomprehensible when He does not wish to be compre

hended, but comprehensible when He is comprehended.
Wherefore it is that, according to the same account, He is

invincible and vincible, unbegotten and begotten, immortal

and mortal. How shall not persons holding this description
of opinions be proved to be disciples of Heraclitus? Did
not [Heraclitus] the Obscure anticipate [Noetus] in framing
a system of philosophy, [and conveyed, too,] according to

identical modes of expression ?

Now, that [Noetus] affirms that the Son and Father

are the same, no one is ignorant. But he makes his

statement thus :
&quot; When indeed, then, the Father had not

been born, He [yet] was justly styled Father ; and when it

pleased Him to undergo generation, having been begotten,
He Himself became His own Son, not another s.&quot; For in

this manner he thinks to establish the sovereignty [of God],

alleging that Father and Son, [so] called, are one and
the same [substance], not one individual produced from a

different one, but Himself from Himself; and that He is

styled by name Father and Son, according to vicissitude of

1
Or,

&quot;

as commingled kinds of incense, [each] with different names,
but denominated,&quot; etc.

2 Dr. Wordsworth reads S vofti&rai, and translates the passage thus :

&quot; But they undergo changes, as perfumes do, when whatever is thought
agreeable to any individual is mingled with them.&quot;
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times.
1 But that He is one who has appeared [amongst us],

both having submitted to generation from a virgin, and as a

man having held converse among men. And, on account of

the birth that had taken place, He confessed Himself to those

beholding Him a Son, no doubt ; yet He made no secret to

those who could comprehend Him of His being a Father.

That this person suffered by being fastened to the [accursed]

tree, and that He commended His spirit unto [the keeping of]

Himself, having died [to all appearance], and not being [in

reality] dead. And He raised Himself up the third day,
after having been interred in a sepulchre, and wounded with

a spear, and perforated with nails. [Now] Cleomenes

asserts, in common with his band [of followers], that this

person is God and Father of the universe, [and thus]
introduces among many [of his disciples] an obscurity [of

thought] such as we find in the philosophy of Heraclitus.

CHAPTER vi.

Conduct of Callistus and Zephyrinus in the matter of Noetianism .

avowed Opinion of Zephyrinus concerning Jesus Christ Dis

approval of Hippolytus as a contemporaneous Event, Hippolytus

competent to explain it.

Callistus attempted to confirm this heresy, a man cunning
in wickedness, and subtle where deceit was concerned, [and]
who was impelled by restless ambition to mount the episcopal

throne. [Now this man moulded to his purpose] Zephyrinus,
an ignorant and illiterate individual, and one unskilled in

ecclesiastical definitions. And inasmuch as [Zephyrinus] was

accessible to bribes, and covetous, [Callistus,] by luring him

through presents, and [in return for these], by illicit demands,
was enabled to seduce him into whatever course of action he

pleased. And so it was that Callistus succeeded in inducing

Zephyrinus to create continually disturbances among the

brethren, while he himself took care subsequently, by knavish

words, to attach both factions in good-will to himself. And,
1
Hippolytus repeats this opinion in his summary in book x. (See

Theodoret, Hxr. fab. iii. 3.)


