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25 blasts of wind, sometimes in the middle of the sea, some-

times in straits and channels. Many tides and tidal waves

are said always to accompany the periods of the moon at

fixed intervals. In short, owing to the mingling of the

elements together, similar conditions are produced in the

30 air and in the earth and in the sea, causing decay and

generation in detail, but preserving the whole free from

destruction and generation.

Yet some have wondered how it is that the Universe, 5
if it be composed of contrary principles—namely, dry and

35 moist, hot and cold—has not long ago perished and been

396'' destroyed.^ It is just as though one should wonder how

a city continues to exist, being, as it is, composed of

opposing classes—rich and poor, young and old, weak and

strong, good and bad. They fail to notice that this has

always been the most striking characteristic of civic con-

5 cord, that it evolves unity out of plurality, and similarity

out of dissimilarity, while it admits every kind and variety.

It may perhaps be that nature has a liking for contraries

and evolves harmony out of them and not out of similarities

(just as she joins the male and female together and not

10 members of the same sex), and has devised the origi-

nal harmony by means of contraries and not similarities.

The arts, too, apparently imitate nature in this respect.

The art of painting, by mingling in the picture the

elements of white and black, yellow and red, achieves

15 representations which correspond to the original object.

Music, too, mingling together notes, high and low, short

and prolonged, attains to a single harmony amid different

voices ; while writing, mingling vowels and consonants,

composes of them all its art. The saying found in Hera-

20 cleitus ' the obscure ' was to the same effect :
' Junctions

are : wholes and not wholes, that which agrees and that

which differs, that which produces harmony and that which

produces discord j from all you get one and from one you

get all.'

2

' Cf. Seneca, Quaest. Nat. vii. 27. 3 ff.

"^ Reading awa^m (O R) oka Ka\ oh-^ o\a (P) with Dials, Vvrsokr.^
i, p. So, 1. 2.
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Thus then a single harmony onlcrs the composition ot

the whole— heaven and earth and the whole Universe— by
the mingling of the most contrary principles. The dry J5

mingling with the moist, the hot with the cold, the light

with the heav)', the straight with the curved, all the earth,

the sea, the ether, the sun, the moon, and the w hole heaven

are ordered by a single power extending through all, which

has created the whole universe out of separate and different

elements—air, earth, fire, and water—embracing ' them all 30

on one spherical surface and forcing the most contrary

natures to live in agreement with one another in the

universe, and thus contriving the permanence of the whole.

The cause of this permanence is the agreement of the

elements, and the reason of this agreement is their equal

proportion and the fact that no one of them is more 3^

powerful th.m an)- other, for the heavy is equally balanced 397

with the light and the hot with the cold. Thus nature

teaches us in the greater piinci[)les of the world that

equality somehow tends to proerve harmony, whilst

harmony preserves the universe which is the parent of all

things and itself the fairest thing of all. For what created

thing is more excellent ? Any that one can name is but 5

a part of the ordered Universe. All that is beauteous bears

its name, and all that which is arranged well, for it is said

to be well ' ordered ', being thus called after the ' ordered
'

L'niverse.- And what subordinate phenomenon could be

likened to the ordered system of the heavens and the

march of the stars and the sun and the moon, which move 'o

on in unvarying measure through age after age? Where

else could be found such regularity as is observed by the

goodly seasons, which produce all things and bring in due

order summer and winter, day and night, to the accomplish-

ment of the month and the year ? Moreover, in greatness

the universe is pre-eminent, in motion swiftest, in radiance 15

most bright, and in might it knows not old age or corrup-

tion. It has divided the various creatures that live in the sea,

on the earth, and in the air, and regulated their lives by its

' lor this use ot •iuiAu^«»'-» cj). jyj'' 4 ,\nd note.
» Cp. jgi*» 10-11.


